
Volunteer-Life in an Ecolodge

An expierencereport
of a 10 week stay at the 
Selva BananitoLodge

25th of February - 6th of May



This is a summary of my 10 
week stay at the lodge

Jan 
(19)

Ralph 
(me, 61)

Lena Marie 
(20)

Basti 
(30)

and 

Jan was already there when I arrived. He stood there for 11 weeks, Lena came 2 weeks later 
than me and stood for 3 week and another 2 weeks later Basti came and stood for 4 weeks. 
The last 3 weeks I was the only volunteer left.



We had several duties during our stay.

Remove weed 
from new 

planted trees

Cleaning the ways in the 
lodge

and the entrance to the Rancho

Water the new 
planted trees 

when it`s to dry



Χ still cleaning

Χ the fence Χ ŀƴŘ freeingthe
markinglinesfrom

weed

Χ the channels

Χ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǎǘǊƛǇΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŘƎŜ ƛǎ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƘǘǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŦƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
rainforest with Gyrocopters 



Caringfor the Trailsin the rainforest

Preparinga rest areaon a trail Creatingnew 
trails around
interesting

object in the
rainforest

Cleaning the trails and 
keeping them free of 
leaves, vines and old 

wood



Plantingtrees



Barbedwire fencedismantling

Since all the  barbed wire fences mostly are replaced by electrical fences the old fences must be removed.



Accompanyinspectiontours

This was an inspection for looking for poachers. It was very tough. It had 
18 km the first day and a lot of  steep slopes and gradients. The night we 

stood at a platform in the rainforest.

At the platformA Poacher'sStand

Findings: Amunition and 
Cigarett Box

TheInspection
Team

Restin the rainforest



Accompanyinspectiontours

An inspection to check the cameras which monitors the anmials in the rainforest especially Jaguars



An inspection along the 
rivers which are the border 

of the reserve. All inspections 
included collecting of trash J

In addition, we 
accompanied tourists on 

their trails into the 
rainforest and on their 

riding tours.

Accompany inspection tours



Maintenance

We build a new 
channel to avoid the 
pasture of the horses 
to become a swamp.



Maintenance

At the farer platform a new toilet should be installed. Therefore, we transported a 15 kg toilet 
7 km into the rainforest including all accessories, tools and the tubes for water and wastewater.



Maintenance

Painting new signs for the street and the gate



And veryimportant: EnjoyάtǳǊŀ ±ƛŘŀέ

Leisure time: An afternoon 
at the river with fishing



And veryimportant: EnjoyάtǳǊŀ ±ƛŘŀέ
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